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About the Vermont Choral Union
Originally called the University of Vermont Choral Union, the ensemble was founded in 1967 by
James G. Chapman, Professor of Music at the University of Vermont. Dr. Chapman directed the choir
until his retirement in 2004. At that time, the group's name changed to the Vermont Choral Union,
and Gary Moreau, well-known Vermont music educator and singer, succeeded Dr. Chapman as
director through 2010. Carol Reichard, director of the Colchester Community Chorus, served as the
Choral Union's guest conductor in Spring 2011. The Vermont Choral Union welcomed Jeff Rehbach as
its new music director in Fall 2011.
In 1983, the Choral Union began to present its popular carol dinners at Southwick Hall at UVM.
The Carol Dinners series, with its music, dancing, and dining, soon expanded to Rutland and Stowe,
and lasted for 22 years. The dinners inspired recordings—Music for a Carol Dinner and Welcome Yule—
still available for sale at VCU concerts. The Choral Union also produced recordings featuring
composers who lived and worked in Vermont during the years 1790-1810, including the works of
Justin Morgan. The four Vermont Harmony recordings, with companion music scores, culminated a
decade of extensive research by Dr. Chapman.
For the past five years, the Choral Union has presented December concerts in downtown
Burlington, hosted by Cathedral Arts, and in St. Albans. The ensemble travels to offer its spring
programs in various locales across the state – including our second annual appearance in Montpelier
for this weekend’s concert – and at Saint Michael's College each year. The Choral Union has
participated in the sixth annual Vermont Sings for Peace concert, and in collaborative concerts with
the Bellows Free Academy Chorus II directed by Armand Messier, the Essex Children's Choir directed
by Constance Price, and the Middlebury Community Chorus. The group was honored in 2014 to
premiere new works by Vermont composers Dennis Báthory-Kitsz and Michael Close. The ensemble
has received grants from Choral Arts New England, Vermont Arts Council/National Endowment for
the Arts, and the Vermont Community Foundation.
Jeff Rehbach, in addition to his work with the Choral Union, conducts the Middlebury College
Community Chorus, a 90-voice ensemble. He assists with music and plays the organ for Memorial
Baptist Church services in Middlebury. He served as conductor of the Middlebury College Chamber
Singers from 2000 to 2007. An active choral singer, conductor, and worship musician, Jeff has
coached and performed with the Vermont Symphony Orchestra Chorus, Early Music Vermont, and the
Middlebury Community Players. He serves on the board of the Vermont chapter of the American
Choral Directors Association. Jeff conducts the annual open reading of Handel's Messiah in
Middlebury, a popular community tradition since 1984.

In That Time, In This Place
My Spirit Sang All Day

Gerald Finzi (1901-1956)

In illo tempore
Missa In illo tempore: Kyrie
Never Weather-Beaten Sail
Sweet Day

Nicolas Gombert (ca.1495-ca.1560)
Claudio Monteverdi (1567-1643)

C. H. H. Parry (1848-1918)
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Missa In illo tempore: Gloria
'Tis You That Are The Music

Christina Whitten Thomas (b. 1979)
Intermission

Quick, Quick Away!
Michael East (ca.1580-1648)
Not a Day Goes By (from Merrily We Roll Along) Stephen Sondheim (b. 1930)
arr. Jeffrey Buettner
Somewhere (from West Side Story)
Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)
arr. Robert Edgerton
Missa In illo tempore: Sanctus|Benedictus

Yih'yu l'ratzon
In This Place

Ernest Bloch (1880-1959)
Will Todd (b. 1970)

Missa In illo tempore: Agnus Dei
O What A Beautiful City

traditional spiritual
arr. Shawn Kirchner (b. 1970)

Texts with Translations
~ Note: texts of the Mass appear on the final page of this section of the program ~
My Spirit Sang All Day
My spirit sang all day
O my joy.
Nothing my tongue could say,
Only My joy!

Sweet Day ("Vertue")
Sweet day, so cool, so calm, so bright,
The bridall of the earth and skie:
The dew shall weep thy fall to night;
For thou must die.

My heart an echo caught—
O my joy—
And spake, Tell me thy thought,
Hide not thy joy.

Sweet spring, full of sweet dayes and roses,
A box where sweets compacted lie;
My musick shows ye have your closes,
And all must die.

My eyes gan peer around,—
O my joy—
What beauty hast thou found?
Shew us thy joy.

Onely a sweet and vertuous soul,
Like season'd timber, never gives;
But though the whole world turn to coal,
Then chiefly lives.

My jealous ears grew whist;—
O my joy—
Music from heaven is't,
Sent for our joy?
She also came and heard;
O my joy,
What, said she, is this word?
What is thy joy?
And I replied, O see,
O my joy,
'Tis thee, I cried, 'tis thee:
Thou art my joy.

text by Robert Bridges (1844-1930)
The Shorter Poems of Robert Bridges, Book IV, ii (1890)

In illo tem pore loquente Jesu ad turbas extollens vocem
quaedam mulier de turba dixit illi:
Beatus venter qui te portavit et ubera quae suxisti.
At ille dixit: quinimo beati quae audiunt verbum Dei
et custodiunt illud.
And it happened, as He spoke these things,
that a certain woman from the crowd raised her voice
and said to Him, "Blessed is the womb that bore You,
and the breasts which nursed You!"
But He said, "More than that, blessed are those
who hear the word of God and keep it!"

Luke 11:27-28 (New King James Version)

Never Weather-Beaten Sail
Never weather-beaten Saile more willing bent to shore.
Never tyred Pilgrims limbs affected slumber more,
Than my wearied spright now longs
to flye out of my troubled brest:
O come quickly, sweetest Lord, and take my soule to rest.
Ever blooming are the joyes of Heav'ns high paradice.
Cold age deafes not there our eares,
nor vapour dims our eyes;
Glory there the Sun outshines,
whose beames the blessed onely see:
O come quickly, glorious Lord, and raise my spright to thee.

text by Thomas Campion (1567-1620)
Two Bookes of Ayres: the First contayning Divine and Morall Songs (1613?)

text by George Herbert (1593-1633)

'Tis You That Are The Music ("Listening")
'Tis you that are the music, not your song.
The song is but a door which, opening wide,
Lets forth the pent-up melody inside,
Your spirit's harmony, which clear and strong
Sings but of you. Throughout your whole life long
Your songs, your thoughts, your doings, each divide
This perfect beauty; waves within a tide,
Or single notes amid a glorious throng.
The song of earth has many different chords;
Ocean has many moods and many tones
Yet always ocean. In the damp Spring woods
The painted trillium smiles, while crisp pine cones
Autumn alone can ripen. So is this
One music with a thousand cadences.

text by Amy Lawrence Lowell (1874-1925)
A Dome of Many-Colored Glass (1912)

Quick, Quick, Away, dispatch!

"A song made upon the marriage of the right worshipful,
and my very good friend
Edward Oldisworth of Lincoln's Inn Esquire"

Quick, quick, away, dispatch!
Be nimble, nimble, quick, away!
Bells are now a-ringing,
Maids are singing!
The priest for you doth stay.
An holiday, a happy day,
A merry, merry day!
The last of nothing,
The first of something.
Be nimble, quick away!
No haste but good, yet stay awhile
Of free, I bound must be.
But, bound to she, she that's bound to me;
Such bondage makes me free!
An holiday, a happy day,
A merry, merry day!
The last of nothing,
The first of something.
With joy I come, I come away!

text by Michael East (ca. 1580–1648)
The Fourth Set of Bookes, wherein are Anthemes for Versus
and Chorus, Madrigals and Songs of other Kindes,
to 4. 5. and 6. Parts: Apt for viols and Voyces (1618)

Not a day goes by –
Not a single day –
But you're somewhere a part of my life,
And it looks like you'll stay.

Yih’yu l’ratzon imrei fi,
v'hegyon libi
l'fanecha Adonai,
tzuri v'goali. Amen.

As the days go by,
I keep thinking, "When does it end?"
That it can't get much better much longer,
But it only gets better and stronger,
And deeper and nearer,
And simpler and freer,
And richer and clearer,

May the words of my mouth
and the meditations of my heart
be acceptable to you, Adonai,
my Rock and my Redeemer. Amen.

And no,
Not a day goes by,
Not a blessed day
But you somewhere come into my life
[And you] don't go away.
And I have to say,
If you do, I'll die.

Psalm 19:14

In This Place
In this place I have been made new;
I have been gifted jewels beyond price.
In this place greater dreams are given.
I am made everlasting.
In this place I am light,
In this place, in your sight
I am made everlasting.

I want day after day
After day after day
After day

In your love starting and ending;
I will be carried softly to heaven.
In your love I am given beauty.
I am made everlasting.

Till the days by,
Till the days go by,

You give the strength for me to hold,
You are the hope that shines like gold.

Till the days go by!

lyrics by Stephen Sondheim (b. 1930)
from "Merrily We Roll Along" (1981)

Somewhere
There's a place for us,
Somewhere a place for us.
Peace and quiet and open air
Wait for us somewhere.
There's a time for us,
Someday a time for us.
Time together with time to spare,
Time to learn, time to care.
Someday, somewhere,
We'll find a new way of living,
We'll find a way of forgiving,
Somewhere.
There's a place for us,
A time and place for us.
Hold my hand and we're halfway there.
Hold my hand and I'll take you there
Somehow, someday, somewhere.
There's a place for us
Somewhere.

lyrics by Stephen Sondheim (b. 1930)
from "West Side Story" (1957)

In this place I am new.
In your love I am true.
I will fly with angels to this place
And be made everlasting.

text by Will Todd (b. 1970)

O what a beautiful city!
Twelve gates to the city, Halleluiah!
Have you heard about the city?
The streets are paved with gold!
Three gates in the east! Three gates in the west!
Three gates in the north! Three gates in the south!
See those gates of pearl, open to all the world!
O what a beautiful city!
Twelve gates to the city, Halleluiah!

traditional spiritual

Missa (Mass)
Kyrie

Kyrie eleison.
Christe eleison.
Kyrie eleison.
Gloria

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te.
Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam.
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis,
Deus Pater omnipotens.
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe.
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris.
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Qui tollis peccata mundi,
suscipe deprecationem nostram.
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris,
miserere nobis.
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus Dominus.
Tu solus Altissimus, Jesu Christe.
Cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.
Sanctus

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua.
Osanna in excelsis.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Osanna in excelsis.
Agnus Dei

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi:
dona nobis pacem.

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you;
We give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
You take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
You take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
You are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.

With thanks to:
Unitarian Church, Montpelier and the Fine Arts Department at Saint Michael’s College
for hosting our performances
St. James Episcopal Church, Essex Junction & Charlotte Congregational Church for rehearsal space
Middlebury College Choral Library
Jeffrey Buettner (Middlebury College) and Nathaniel Lew (St. Michael's College)
Vermont Public Radio, The Bridge, Times Argus, Seven Days, Burlington Free Press
Bob Drawbaugh for recording engineering and production
Kathleen Messier for poster and program cover design
All the dedicated members of the Choral Union and its Board of Directors

As we approach our 50th anniversary in 2017, we welcome your contributions to sustain our mission:
The Vermont Choral Union draws inspiration from more than ten centuries of classical a cappella music.
Sharing a passion for artistic achievement, our singers explore timeless works of the past,
along with today's newest compositions. We strive to delight our audiences with programs
that portray the rich and diverse history of choral singing.
The Vermont Choral Union is a non-profit, volunteer-based organization whose members contribute their time
and talent to help produce programs for you to enjoy. Ticket sales and membership fees do not cover all of
our expenses. We rely upon corporate support, grants, and, especially,
contributions from you, our loyal audience.
Won't you consider making a contribution to help The Vermont Choral Union?
We value a gift in any amount!
Please make checks payable to The Vermont Choral Union and mail to the address on the last page.
Kindly include your name & address so we may acknowledge your contribution.
As a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization, donations are tax deductible
to the full extent of the law and eligible for Matching Grant programs.

VTChoralUnion.org
2014 - 2016 contributors (through April 20, 2016)
Sponsors

($500+) Jolley Family; David & Debbie Lackey*;
McCormack Family in memory of Grace
Benefactors ($250+) Andrew & Barbara Comeau; Peter & Martha Haskell;
Jolley Associates; Mark Kuprych
Patrons
($100+) Celia Asbell; Virginia Bessette; Bruce & Susan Bevins; Nancy & Tom
Carlson; Joe & Molly Comeau; Phil & Liz Cooper; William & Kathy Dudley;
Michele Sault Grimm; Kate Kruesi; Therese Lawrence; Marcia & Rob
Liotard**; Sarah & Maarten van Ryckevorsel; Tana S. Scott; James &
Barbara Wanner
Donors
($50+) Sandra Ashley; Alexandra Baker; Kathleen Dodge; Abby McIntosh;
Julia Northrop; Joanne Raymond; Howard & Barbara Seaver;
Margie Sisco; Morgan Stanley & Co. LLC; Johanna Widlak &
Leendert Huisman***
Friends (up to $50) Barbara Comeau; Andrew Mack; Stephie Smith; Gail Whitehouse
* with matching grants from Qualcomm & IBM
** with matching grant from Prudential Insurance
*** with matching grant from IBM

We welcome guests at our Sunday afternoon concert
whose attendance has been supported by a grant from the
Concert Artists Fund of

Do you wish to hear about future Choral Union events
Including concerts during our 50th anniversary season in 2017?
Just fill out a form at the ticket counter, or
write to us at info@vtchoralunion.org or at the address below.
Thank you for your interest and support!

The Vermont Choral Union
P. O. Box 5233
Essex Junction, VT 05453

