eric milnes, director

July 15, 2022
Dear Members and Friends of the Vermont Choral Union,
Greetings! It gives me great pleasure to introduce myself to you as the The Choral Union’s new musical director. It
seems like ages ago that I first learned of your organization, since the time before the pandemic as you began your
discernment in search of a successor to the distinguished directors who have led your organization for decades. I am
very grateful to assume the role, and, as I am new to Burlington, really look forward to the opportunity to make new
friends and to work with new colleagues. I arrived in your community in January 2020, starting as Director of Music
at College Street Congregational just weeks before the months of isolating made working in Burlington impossible.
Now that the time of interruption of normal musical activities seems to be drawing to a close, I so much hope that
we can begin a new chapter with a renewed sense of purpose and commitment to Choral Music in our region. I am
very excited to begin working with you!
I am attaching a proposed program for December 2022, our first performances together. It is a delightful selection
of music for the seasons of Advent & Chanukah, seasons of light, and seasons of hope, a statement of the
anticipation of joys to come, and an exhortation to replace darkness and despair with redemption and celebration.
Our intention is to present this program both in Burlington and in St. Albans, as has been your habit, and I hope it
will represent a full return to the challenge and delights of community music-making. You will find the program
broad and diverse, both historically and stylistically, which provides opportunities to learn new repertoire and new
approaches to historically informed performance. Six centuries of composition are represented, by distinguished
composers who have led the world of vocal composition, both in their time, and in ours.
We will begin rehearsing on Monday, August 29th, and on successive Monday evenings until the week of
performance, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. My intention is that we will rehearse at College Street Congregational
Church, approval of which the church Board of Trustees will have on their agenda at their next meeting in August.
All of the repertoire will be made available to you electronically in coming weeks to aid you in gaining familiarity
before rehearsals begin. I would like to assure you that, although advance work will make the results more
pleasurable for you, I look forward to teaching each and every word and note!
I am also attaching to this communication a bit about myself, so that you might become more familiar with my life’s
work, and what I am up to, both in your region and beyond.
Finally, I would like to address this message to all singers in our community, those who have sung with VCU in the
past, who have considered doing so, or are now looking for new opportunities to share in the joy of music: We
welcome you! I would like you to consider contacting us to discuss returning, or joining us anew! Ours is a delight
we are eager to share, and I am sure it will be a simple matter to ascertain how it might be possible for us to invite
you to our ranks. We are eager to hear from you! Feel free to contact me with any questions or thoughts at
EMDMA@aol.com
Most sincerely, and looking forward to working with you,

Eric Milnes
Director, The Vermont Choral Union
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Friday, December 2, 7:30 p.m.
college street congregational church
Burlington, Vermont

Sunday, December 4, 4:00 p.m.
st. luke’s episcopal church
St. Albans, Vermont

MUSIC FOR THE SEASON OF LIGHT
Heinrich Issac (1450-1517)

Bruges, Flanders

Alleluia, ostende nobis

Michael Praetorius (1571–1621)

Frankfurt, Germany

Conditor alde siderum

Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625)

Oxford, England

Johann Pachelbel (1653–1674)

Nuremberg, Germany

Johann Aiblinger (1779–1867)

Munich, Germany

Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847)

Berlin, Germany

Charles Gounod (1818–1893)

Paris, France

John Stainer (1840–1901)

London, England

O Dayspring from on High

Max Reger (1873–1916)

Leipzig, Germany

Brich an, du schoenes Morgenlicht

Hugo Jungst (1853–1923)

Dresden, Germany

O Thou, the central orb
Magnificat
Alleluia
How Beautiful are the Messengers of Peace
Magnificat

Als ich bei meinen Schafen wacht

INTERMISSION
Salamone Rossi (1570-1630)
Mantua, Italy
The first published sacred music written and printed in Hebrew.

Daniel Pinkham (1923-2006)

Boston, Massachusetts

Halleluya!
Bor’chu et Adonai
Elohim Hashivenu
Qadish
Adon olam
A Christmas Cantata

ERIC MILNES
conductor - organist - harpsichordist
pianist - composer - arranger - recording producer
has been critically acclaimed throughout North America, Europe, Asia and South America as one of the most
dynamic, creative and compelling choral directors and keyboard artists of his generation. A native New
Yorker, his imaginative and energized performances have been applauded at the Utrecht, Bremen,
Regensburg, Lufthansa, Potsdam, Passau, Boston, Mostly Mozart, Bruges, Carmel, Bolivian, Montréal,
Vancouver, Ottawa, Berkeley, Santa Fe and Orford Festivals, and in performances in every major North
American and European cultural center. As conductor he has directed New York Baroque, The National
Symphony Orchestra of Santiago (Chile), The New York Collegium, Trinity Consort, Portland, The Portland
Baroque Orchestra, I Cantori di New York, Musica Divina, Ottawa, Les Boréades de Montréal, La Bande
Montréal Baroque, The St. Lawrence Choir, and Les Voix Baroque, Montréal. His performances have been
applauded at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center, New York, The Glenn Gould Concert Hall, Toronto,
the Alte Oper in Frankfurt, Germany, and at La Salle Gaveau in Paris, France and are featured regularly on
National Public Radio, Radio Canada and CBC broadcasts. His most recent CD release, directing the
ensemble L’harmonie des Saisons in music of Handel, Vivaldi and Bach, was awarded the Canadian Juno
Award for Best Classical CD of 2022. His latest recording of sacred Bach Cantatas (Volume 8) was recently a
WQXR Radio New York Classical CD release of the month. Mr. Milnes’ performance of Handel’s Messiah
with Portland Baroque Orchestra & Chorus was broadcast live coast - to - coast by National Public Radio. A
recording he produced for Blue Heron (Boston) in 2018 was awarded Gramophone Magazine’s (UK) Early
Music CD of the Year, the first North American recording to do so.
In recent seasons Milnes appeared as conductor with the National Symphony of Santiago, Chile in Bach's
St. Matthew Passion, directed Monteverdi’s Ullise, and Orfeo in staged productions at the Montreal Festival
Baroque, conducted at Trinity Wall Street in New York, conducted Bach’s St. Matthew Passion, St. John Passion,
B minor Mass, Mozart Requiem, Monteverdi’s Vespers and Handel’s Israel in Egypt for the Trinity Consort in
Portland, Oregon, and performances of Bach and Marais at the Lameque (Quebec) Festival. As founding
director of L’Harmonie des Saisons (Quebec) he has conducted over 200 performances in the groups’ first ten
seasons. Recent tours presented him with soprano Karina Gauvin in Paris and throughout France, with
Daniel Taylor at Carnegie Hall in New York, and throughout Japan and China in duo with gambist Wieland
Kuijken. His most recent appearances at the Regensburg (Germany) Festival feature him conducting Bach
Cantatas and Brandenburg Concerti. This season he performs with the St. Luke’s Orchestra at Carnegie Hall,
NY, and with the Montreal Symphony. And conducts on tour in Montreal, Ottawa, Quebec, Magog, at the
Abby St. Benoit du Lac, and Salle Bourgie at the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts.
As keyboard artist he has recorded and/or performed with Gustav Leonhardt, Reinhard Goebel, Fabio
Biondi, Christophe Rousset, Martin Jester, Andrew Parrott, Manfredo Kraemer, Wieland Kuijken, Barthold
Kuijken, Les Voix Humaines, Ensemble Rebel, Les Boréades, Tefelmusik, The American Bach Soloists, and
other ensembles across North America. Recordings under his direction include Hebrew motets of Salamone
Rossi, vocal cantatas of Barbara Strozzi, sacred music of Heinrich Schütz, vocal chamber music of Ristori,
Handel’s Acis and Galatea, and Bach’s The St. John Passion. He is directing the recording of the complete Bach
Sacred Cantatas, the first in Surround Sound Audio with one voice to a part. Eight volumes are completed.
For Trinity Cathedral, Portland, Oregon, he has recorded Handel's Israel in Egypt, Mozart's Requiem,
Monteverdi's Vespers, Bach's B Minor Mass and St. John Passion, and Music for Christmas at Versailles. He has
given master classes at The University of Regensburg, Germany, at the Norwegian Conservatory in Oslo, at
The Juilliard School, New York, and at McGill University in Montreal The American Guild of Organists has
presented him as recitalist and master teacher at a regional convention.
Eric Milnes has taught with the faculties of The Juilliard School, New York, Hofstra University, New York,
William Patterson College, New Jersey, The Berkshire Choral Festival, Massachusetts, and at Music Conservatories in Oslo, and Bergen, Norway. Also a composer, his sacred choral music is published by Trinitas. His
academic degrees are from Columbia University, and The Juilliard School, New York. In 2013 he was
awarded the Bishop’s Medal for Distinguished Service to (Episcopal) Church Music for his achievements in
the field of church music.
He takes greatest pride in the accomplishments of his two recently college-graduated daughters, Mary Leah
(Vanderbilt University) and Hannah (Columbia University). Mary Leah is now an analyst for the U.S. Defense
Department in Washington, D.C., and Hannah is a project manager for NASA, working from wherever she
wishes.

