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Notes from the Director 

It is an honor and a pleasure to work 
together, studying, and making incredible 
music together from across the ages.  We are 
a very special community music ensemble, 
principally focusing on a cappella works of 
lesser known composers from the past, and 
some of the newest writers of today.   

We all lead busy, full lives and for a few short 
hours each week, those activities fade to the 
background as we enjoy singing together.  
As we become comfortable with each other, 
it is good to share a bit of our lives so that we 
can to know and understand a bit about each 
other and appreciate all the more the 
wonder that comes from making music 
together. 

Most of us have some choral experience 
from other ensembles to draw upon.  Our 
rehearsals, at times, may resemble others 
you've been a part of, but frequently offer a 
different approach.  I hope that you come to 
appreciate and understand choral music-
making in ever-new inspiring and intriguing 
ways. 

The following information will not be new to 
experienced singers, but we can better build 
a community that shares the joy of music 
and sing if we start "on the same page" with 
some common expectations.  

Missed Rehearsal Policy 

Let Jeff Rehbach know well in advance when you know that 
you are going to miss a rehearsal due to an unavoidable 

conflict. 

In case of illness or emergency, notify Jeff by email as early 
as possible, and no later than 3 p.m. on the day of 

rehearsal, or by Thursday for any special weekend.  When 
you return to rehearsals, it is your responsibility to ask a 
fellow section member about music markings and other 
changes that you missed.  If you feel better, but do not 

want to use your voice, you are encouraged to attend the 
rehearsal, listen and take notes. 

No more than two Monday rehearsals should be missed 
during each term, unless you get the director's approval.  

Each singer needs to make every effort in his or her 
personal schedule to avoid any conflicts in the month prior 

to performance.  

Rehearsal Cancellation Policy 

In the event of inclement weather requiring a cancellation 
of the rehearsal, every effort will be made to notify 

members by 4 p.m.

The Vermont Choral Union draws inspiration 
from more than ten centuries of classical 

 a cappella music.  Sharing a passion for artistic 
achievement, our singers explore timeless 

works of the past, along with today's newest 
compositions.  We strive to delight our 

audiences with programs that portray the rich 
and diverse history of choral singing. 
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Concert Dress 
*See Mary Ellen Jolley for details.   

Dues 
Dues are collected at the beginning of 
each concert season (September and 

January). 
The 2015-2016 dues are $35 per person 

per season, $70 for the year.  

Making the Most of Rehearsals 
• Check email regularly for announcements and updates throughout the week and just ahead of rehearsal. 

• Spend extra time on you own to learn texts and notes. Once a new piece is introduced, all notes should be 

solid by the following week.  A rehearsal CD will be provided to assist you.  Other resources may be 

recommended, such as YouTube videos or MIDI files.  Few choristers can learn our challenging repertoire 

within the time allotted for rehearsals.  By learning the music outside, rehearsals can be devoted to shaping 

and polishing the whole. 

• Drink plenty of water to keep yourself hydrated - and bring some to rehearsal. 

• Avoid wearing perfumes, colognes, or other scented products at rehearsals or performances: many people are 

sensitive to fragrances. 

• Arrive 5-10 minutes early to  

Greet and catch up with each other. 

Help move tables and arrange chairs.  (Also stay a few minutes after rehearsal to help replace them.) 

Check for any new scores. 

Look over music. 

Work out challenging sections with each other. 

• Find your seat and be ready to sing by 7:00 p.m.  Think about how the warmups relate to the music we are 

learning. 

• Give the director your full attention. 

• Focus, even when your own section is not singing.  Look over your part, study its text and notes and see how it 

relates to other parts.  Mark places you may need to focus on. 

• Be supportive of one another. 

• Be patient with the music-shaping experience.  At times, we may try things in a number of ways to see what 

sounds best for our ensemble.  Be prepared to sit/stand in different places at rehearsals and for performances.  

Seating affects the group's sound and what choristers can hear. 

• Practice reading ahead and looking up at the director.  Trust yourself and your memory.  Although we seldom 

perform pieces from memory, the less you are "in" the music, the better we will sound together. 

• Let singing individually and collectively be all-encompassing of our minds, bodies, hearts and souls!                                                                                                                         

___ JR ___ 


