
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           October 2017 
Dear friends of The Vermont Choral Union, 
Happy 50th anniversary to the VCU! We kicked off our golden anniversary celebration 
with an amazing series of events and concerts this past spring: 
• A competition that led to the design of our new logo by Sarah van Ryckevorsel for 

our fiftieth anniversary and beyond! You see it above, and you may spot it on 
glassware, water bottles, and bumper stickers! 

• Farmers Night Concert at the Vermont State House in Montpelier on March 29. 
Members of the legislature read and presented to us a resolution for fifty years of 
contributions to the musical life of the state. At that concert, we premiered a 
beautiful new arrangement, written for the occasion, of These Green Mountains, the 
Vermont state song. 

• A gathering of nearly one hundred alumni, current VCU singers, and family 
members, including the family of Jim Chapman, VCU’s founder and long-time 
director, on April 22. We shared many stories and memories of times past, 
especially from tours and carol dinners. Alumni joined us to sing the final portion of 
our concert the next day.  

Choral Union alumni and members at St. Michael’s College, April 2017.     Photo: Jeffrey Fountain 



• Celebratory concerts at Middlebury College, Saint Michael’s College and the 
Unitarian Church of Montpelier during the last two weekends of April.  
We premiered Christina Whitten Thomas’s incredible new work for choir and flute, 
Songs of Gold, commissioned by The Vermont Choral Union with the financial 
support of many of you! The program also included fifteen works that Jim 
Chapman had introduced to Vermont audiences during his time as director. 
 

Our celebration continues! 
• We’ve welcomed six new members this fall to enhance the vitality of our ensemble 

as we continue the long tradition of presenting music from the past ten centuries. 
• We joined six other Vermont choirs on September 23 for the tenth annual Sing for 

Peace Concert. We sang Agnus Dei from Missa Puer natus est nobis by Renaissance 
composer Thomas Tallis, with intricate 7-part counterpoint. 

• We will perform holiday concerts on December 2 and 3 in St. Albans and 
Burlington, including original compositions by Jim Chapman (sung at past 
concerts and carol dinners, and recorded on VCU carol 
albums) as well as a mix of works ranging from Hildegard 
von Bingen, Bach and Brahms to contemporary composers.  
Heidi Soons, who for many years added to the delight of 
carol dinners playing harp, joins us once again at this year’s 
concerts, including Dr. Chapman’s unique arrangement of 
“Once in Royal David’s City” as well as carol settings by 
Minnesota composer Stephen Paulus.   

 

On a personal note, I will retire as musical director of the Choral Union following our 
spring 2018 concerts. What a delight and privilege to lead this ensemble and to 
continue its strong tradition of a cappella music, and to build friendships through 
sharing music in community! A search committee already is at work to find our next 
director. Please help ensure the vitality of VCU for another fifty years with a generous 
contribution.  
 

All of us in the Choral Union thank you for your ongoing support! 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Jeff Rehbach, Music Director 


