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Vermont Choral Union

General Information 

About the Vermont Choral Union 
The Vermont Choral Union is an auditioned group of 35 to 40 musicians, drawn from Burlington and 
surrounding communities, renowned for its challenging repertoire and the high standards of its 
performances. 

Mission 
To provide a high quality musical environment for singers seeking a challenging and rewarding 
experience in preparing and performing mostly a cappella music repertoire from Renaissance to the 21st 
Century, covering a broad range of choral styles and languages.  To provide audiences with exemplary  
performances which entertain, delight and educate.

History 
The Vermont Choral Union is now in its forty-sixth season.  Originally known as the University of Vermont 
Choral Union, the group was founded and directed by UVM Professor James G. Chapman until his 
retirement in 2004.  It is the oldest choral group in the area still in existence.

Over the last 45 years, the group has built an enviable reputation for its concerts throughout and beyond 
Vermont.  In addition, it has performed with the Craftsbury Chamber Players, the Vermont Symphony 
Orchestra, the Vermont Mozart Festival, World Stage Concerts in Alice Tully Hall, New York City, and for 
the American Hospital Association in Washington, DC.  

The Choral Union completed a project of recordings featuring early Vermont composers who lived and 
worked in Vermont during the years 1790 -1810, including the works of Justin Morgan.  This  ten-year 
research project, undertaken by Dr. James G. Chapman,  resulted in four volumes of recordings with 
companion music scores.  These scores are still performed by choral groups wishing to sing authentic 
Early American Music. 

In 1983, in lieu of Christmas concerts, the Choral Union began to present Carol Dinners at the Southwick 
Ballroom on the UVM campus.  These costumed extravaganzas became very popular and were 
expanded to Rutland.   The popularity of the Dinners inspired three recordings: Music for a Carol Dinner, 
Vols. 1 and 2, and Welcome Yule.  These CD’s are still available at Choral Union concerts presented 
during the holiday season.  After 21 successful years, the group decided to retire the Carol Dinners in 
2003.

In June of 1995 the group toured England and France in conjunction with the commemoration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the ending of WW II.  An All-American, memorized program was performed in such notable 
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places as Westminster Abbey, Covent Garden, Cambridge and Oxford Universities in England, and Notre 
Dame Cathedral and Sacré Coeur Basilica in Paris.  

In 2005, the group, no longer associated with the University of Vermont, became the Vermont Choral 
Union.  Mr. Gary Moreau, noted music educator, soloist and former Choral Union member, became the 
group’s second director.  He resigned in December 2010.  Carol Reichard served as guest conductor for 
the Spring 2011 session while the selection process for a permanent music director was in progress. 

Mr. Jeffrey Rehbach was selected by the Vermont Choral Union as Music Director in June 2011. Jeff, who 
has a MA in musicology, has long been an active singer, conductor and worship musician in Vermont.   
Besides his new position with the Vermont Choral Union, he also conducts the Middlebury College 
Community Chorus, assists with worship activities at Middlebury's Memorial Baptist Church and is well-
known as the conductor of the annual open reading of Handel's Messiah at the Middlebury 
Congregational Church.  

On February 8, 2011, our distinguished and beloved founder, James G. Chapman died.  The Vermont 
Choral Union will continue in the tradition of excellence that he instilled in its members.  He has left a 
living legacy, as the Choral Union, the group that he founded, conducted and composed for, sings on.  


Rehearsals 
Notes from the Director 
• Greet fellow singers before rehearsal, as part of a community that shares the joy of music and singing.
• Arrive and be in place 5 minutes before rehearsal begins, looking over music. If you know you'll arrive 

late or can't make rehearsal, let Jeff know (no more than 2 absences, please). Turn off cell phones and 
mobile devices.

• Be ready to focus and sing as soon as warm-ups begin.
• Bring and use a pencil. Turn pages quietly.
• Questions during rehearsal? Feel free to raise your hand and ask; or see Jeff before/after rehearsal.
• Be patient with the music-shaping experience… at times, we may try things in a number of ways to see 

what sounds best for our ensemble.
• Listen attentively when not singing. Look over your part, study its text and notes, and see how it relates 

to other parts.
• Discreetly, you may discuss and resolve discrepancies in your section, without disrupting work that may 

be going on with another section.
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• Read ahead and look up as much as you can; trust yourself and your memory. Although we won't 
perform from memory this season, the more you learn by heart and the more you look up, the better 
we'll sound together!

• Be prepared to sit/stand in different places at rehearsals and for performances – be flexible and 
responsive to Jeff's requests, since seating affects the group's sound, and what you can hear.

• Outside rehearsal, review texts and music from previous week(s); when a new piece is introduced, all 
notes should be solid by the following week. Listen to recordings (CDs, Youtube, etc.).

• Check e-mail for announcements / updates.
• Breathe deeply!
• Drink water!
• Concert weekend: Plan ahead for an extra rehearsal, concert dress, standing in place more than we do 

in rehearsals, sufficient rest…
• Look up as much as you can during performance, not just to follow Jeff, but also to make a connection 

with the audience.
• Let singing individually and collectively be all-encompassing of our minds, bodies, hearts, and souls,
Jeff Rehbach, Fall 2012

  

Schedule 
The Vermont Choral Union starts rehearsals for the fall season the Monday following Labor Day and 
continues until the fall/winter concert.  A break is taken over the holidays.  Rehearsals for the spring 
season usually begin the second Monday in January and continue until the concert in April or May.   Other 
engagements may be added at the discretion of the group.  Members can expect a dress rehearsal 
before the concert.  Additional rehearsals and workshops will be added at the discretion of the director. 
Attendance is mandatory at the two rehearsals prior to the concert.  Any exceptions to this rule must be 
approved by the director.  

The Vermont Choral Union rehearses on Monday evenings from 7:00 - 9:15 p.m. at St. James Episcopal 
Church in Essex Junction.    Rehearsals begin promptly at 7 p.m.  A short break is usually taken during 
the rehearsal for a chance to stretch, get water, or for short announcements.   

Missed Rehearsals 
If you know in advance that you will be missing one or more rehearsals, please notify your section leader 
and the director.  In the case of illness, please phone the section leader.  When you return, it is your 
responsibility to ask the section leader for any new information regarding music markings or other 
changes that may have occurred during your absence.  If you are feeling better, but do not want to use 
your voice, you are encouraged to attend the rehearsal, listen, and take notes.   
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Section Leaders 
At the first rehearsal in September, each vocal section appoints a section leader for the following duties:

• to facilitate communication with the music director 
• to welcome and orient new members within the section 
• to assist in the collection of dues 
• to take careful rehearsal notes, including pronunciations, phrasing, breath marks and dynamics, so as to act as a 

resource for members who have missed a rehearsal 
• to help in setting up sectional rehearsals if requested 
• to keep weekly attendance records for the section 
• to be a contact for cancellations, if needed 
• to exchange home phone and cell phone numbers and e-mail addresses to facilitate cancellations and other 

necessary communications 

Dues 
Dues are collected at the beginning of each concert season. (September and January)  The 2012/2013 
dues are set at $35.00 per person per season - $70.00/year. Dues are subject to change from year to 
year.  Dues are necessary to pay the director’s salary and to purchase music.  The money collected 
through dues also helps defray costs associated with the rental of rehearsal and concert space and the 
printing of programs and posters.  

Cancellation Policy 
In the event of inclement weather requiring a cancellation of the rehearsal, every effort will be made to 
inform all members by 4:00 p,m, that afternoon.

• An e-mail from the music director will be sent out to members. 
• If e-mail is unavailable to a member, a phone call will be made by the section leader. 
• Members should also feel free to call the section leader if they have any questions on weather conditions. 

Any time the weather makes safe driving questionable, please follow your own judgement about whether 
to attend rehearsal or not.  

Rehearsal Etiquette 
• Be seated and ready to rehearse no later than 7 p.m.  It is requested that you arrive a few minutes early 

to pick up any new scores, confer with your section leader, help with set-up or have some time to 
socialize.

• It is expected that you will learn and practice your part outside of rehearsals.  A rehearsal CD will be 
available to assist you.

• Provide the conductor with your complete attention. Do not talk to your neighbors during rehearsal. 
There is ample time for conversation before and after rehearsal, as well as during a short break. 

• Annotate music with a soft pencil. You are expected to make notations on the music as directions are 
given by the conductor concerning breath marks, dynamics, pronunciations, etc.  Unless you personally 
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own the music, or the score is a photocopy,  please refrain from marking with highlighters, pens or 
colored pencils.

• Please refrain from using perfume or colognes, as many people are sensitive to fragrances.
• Cell phones should be silenced during rehearsal.
• Please speak with your section leader or the director if you are having difficulty with the music. Do not 

hesitate to ask for a sectional rehearsal.
• Arrange the scores in program order in your own black 3-ring binder or choral folder.


Performances 
Schedule 
The Vermont Choral Union performs at least two concerts a year, one in late November/early December, 
the other in April or May.  In addition, each prepared concert will usually be performed at a venue outside 
of Chittenden County.  Other engagements may be added at the discretion of the group.

It has been a tradition for the Vermont Choral Union to carol at Fletcher Allen Health Care on one of the 
Mondays near Christmas.  Participation in this activity is voluntary.  This year's caroling and subsequent 
party at the Haskell's will take place on Monday, December 17, starting at 5:30.  

Concert Dress 
Women

• Black skirt/dress, calf or ankle length, or black slacks 
• Black top, 3/4 or full length sleeve, modestly cut neckline 
• Black hose 
• Black closed toe shoes 
• Simple jewelry, such as a gold or silver chain 
• Seasonal accents, to be determined 

Men

• Black tuxedo 
• White shirt 
• Black bow tie  
• Black socks 
• Black shoes 
• Seasonal accents, to be determined 
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Music 
Any piece not meeting the music director’s expectations by the two rehearsals prior to the concert, will not 
be performed at the concert. 

All music will be collected at the completion of each performance.  Please make an effort to erase your 
pencil markings, especially in the published scores.  

Reception 
The Vermont Choral Union hosts a reception following each of our concerts.   Members are asked to 
contribute baked goods or other finger foods to at least one of these receptions.

Performance Etiquette 
• Do not wear perfume, cologne or other scented products, as some people or sensitive to 

fragrances.
• Just prior to the concert, the group forms in concert order in the Green Room, as specified by the 

director.  
• While filing in and out of the concert hall, music is carried in one hand by your side, as specified by 

the director.
• Open the music, cued by the director.   
• At intermission and at the end of the concert, the first row leads the group off the stage, stepping 

onto the floor first, if they are not already there.  The other rows follow in order, stepping to the floor, 
before filing off. 

• Turn pages quietly.  Try to anticipate and to minimize potential page noise prior to the performance 
by clipping pages, trimming pages, re-punching the holes, and/or by other methods.

• Do not carry water bottles or other personal items on stage.   
• If you, or someone else, has made a mistake, try not to grimace or react in any noticeable way.  
• Smile! 
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