
 
 
 

Dear friends, families, and colleagues, 
 
The Vermont Choral Union turns 50 in 2017! Drawing inspiration from more than ten centuries of 
classical a cappella music, the singers of the Vermont Choral Union continually explore timeless 
works of the past along with today's newest compositions. As we head into this celebratory year, we 
welcome your support as we share with audiences our passion for artistic achievement and unique 
programming. 
 
During the first weekend of December, our holiday programs 
feature diverse musical settings of historic and contemporary 
texts to portray the mystery and wonder of the season. We 
perform at the St. Albans annual Festival of Trees, and for 
Cathedral Arts in the splendid setting of the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul. From the intricate polyphony of medieval and 
Renaissance times to breathtaking pieces written during the 
past decade, these concerts delight audiences as we greet 
the holiday season. 
 
In spring 2017 our 50th anniversary celebration shifts into high gear. Join us at the Vermont State 
House as we perform at a Farmers’ Night concert on Wednesday evening, March 29, including an 
arrangement of John Gailmor’s Long Ago Lady as arranged by VCU founder James Chapman. And 
you won’t want to miss our spring concerts in three locations across the state in late April. These 
concerts in Middlebury, Colchester and Montpelier will showcase the world premiere of a specially 
commissioned work written for VCU’s 50th anniversary by award-winning composer Christina Whitten 

Thomas. Christina studied at Middlebury 
College and the University of Southern 
California. She sets poems by three 
Vermont authors that describe the world 
around us and our place in it: I Was There 
by Jay Parini;  Canticle by Abigail Carroll; 
and Green and Gold by Jean Killary, a poem 
that inspired an amazing mural in the 
renovated state office buildings in 
Waterbury. VCU alumni join us on April 23rd 
to sing selections from early VCU recordings 
and past VCU favorites, such as Randall 
Thompson’s The Peaceable Kingdom. 
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Be a part of our audience and be a contributor—we truly appreciate your support in both ways! 
We’ve received special grants and backing from the Vermont Community Foundation, Vermont 
Public Radio, and Choral Arts New England, 
yet that support and ticket revenue cover just 
one-third of our anticipated expenses.   
 

You can help us sail through our 50th 
anniversary and stay afloat as we look to the 
next fifty years with your contribution! We 
sincerely appreciate your contribution, and if 
you’re able, a special additional gift to support 
our 50th anniversary season and commission. 
 

Thank you for helping the Vermont Choral 
Union to keep the choral arts vibrant in 
Vermont now and into the future. As one of 
our members reflects, “Fifty years a union – singers, composers, listeners, community – an inspiring 
harmony of song and life.” We look forward to welcoming you at our concerts! 

 
 

Jeff Rehbach, Music Director  
 

VCU makes an invaluable contribution to the cultural life of our state by bringing us some of the best 
sung music from a variety of sacred and secular traditions. A VCU event is not only beautiful and 
edifying, but enjoyable, moving and important.   

– Rev. Brian J. O’Donnell, The Catholic Cathedrals of Burlington, VT 



The Vermont Choral Union 
 

The Vermont Choral Union draws inspiration from more than ten centuries of classical 
 a cappella music. Sharing a passion for artistic achievement, our singers explore timeless works 

of the past, along with today's newest compositions. We strive to delight our audiences with 
programs that portray the rich and diverse history of choral singing. 

 

Your contribution encourages us to uphold our mission during 2016-2017! 
 
 

In addition, we welcome a special donation to support our 50th anniversary season. 
 
 

You may also contribute to the James G. Chapman Fund,  
in memory of our founder and long-term director,  

to support special projects and to ensure an ongoing financially sound Choral Union. 
 

Your donation will be recognized (unless you wish your gift to remain anonymous) 
in our 2016-2017 concert programs at one of the following levels:  

 

Friend $ 1-49  
Donor $ 50-99 one complimentary concert ticket voucher 
Patron $ 100-249 two complimentary concert ticket vouchers  
Benefactor $ 250-499 four complimentary concert ticket vouchers  
Sponsor  $ 500 or more  four complimentary concert ticket vouchers 

 

Each complimentary ticket voucher can be used at one of our Fall or Spring Concerts.  
Vouchers are optional, so please indicate your preference on the enclosed form. 

 
 

The Vermont Choral Union is a 501(c)(3) registered organization. 
Your donation is tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. 

Contributions may be matched by corporate donation programs. 
 
 
 

-----------  ----------- -----------  ----------- -----------  ----------- 
 

Please find enclosed $________    to support The Vermont Choral Union for its  
December 2016 and Spring 2017 concert programs and operations. 

 

Please find enclosed a gift of $_______    to support the 50th anniversary season. 
 

Please find enclosed a gift of $_______    towards the James G. Chapman Fund. 
 

 I wish to receive a ticket voucher                             I decline a ticket voucher 
 
 

_________________________________________________          
Name (as you would like it to appear in our concert programs)           please do not list my name 
 

_________________________________________________          
Mailing Address 
 

______________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Town, State, Zip code e-mail (to receive announcements of our programs and activities) 
 

 
Thank you for your support! 

Please mail this form and your contribution to  
The Vermont Choral Union, PO Box 5233, Essex Junction, Vermont, 05453 



Jeff Rehbach, Music Director 

2016 Holiday Concerts 
Saturday, December 3, 7:30 pm 

St. Albans City Hall, St. Albans, VT 
 

Sunday, December 4, 3:00 pm. 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Burlington, VT 

 

50th Anniversary Season 
2017 Farmers’ Night 

Wednesday, March 29, 7:30 pm 
Vermont State House, Montpelier, VT 

 

2017 Spring Concerts 
Friday, April 21, 7:30 pm 

Mahaney Center for the Arts 
Middlebury College, Middlebury, VT 

 
Sunday, April 23, 3:00 pm 

McCarthy Arts Center Recital Hall 
Saint Michael’s College, Colchester, VT 

 
Saturday, April 29, 7:30 pm 

Unitarian Church of Montpelier 
Montpelier, VT 

 

2017 Holiday Concerts 
Saturday, December 2, 7:30 pm 

St. Albans City Hall, St. Albans, VT 
 

Sunday, December 3, 3:00 pm 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Burlington, VT 

 
 
    

2016 - 2017 Concert Season 
and  

50th Anniversary Highlights 



More details and  
concert ticket information at: 

www.VTChoralUnion.org 
 

or contact: 
Jeff Rehbach, Music Director 

director@vtchoralunion.org 
info@vtchoralunion.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This organization is supported, in part, by a grant from the 
Concert Artists Fund of the Vermont Community Founda-

tion, and an Alfred Nash Patterson grant from  
Choral Arts New England 

Choral Arts New England 
Encouraging choral excellence through Alfred Nash Patterson grants 

Media sponsorship provided by  
Vermont Public Radio  

for the Spring 2017 season 
www.VPR.net 

The Holiday 2016 and Holiday 2017 
concerts are presented by  

The Spring 2017 concert is presented 
by the Fine Arts Department at: 
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